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Cultivating tractors

The cultivating tractor, at 16-30 horsepower, is designed for 
attaching belly or mid-mount toolbars w/live hydraulics for 
a wide assortment of cultivating implements. Tractor 
engines are either off-set in the front end, allowing the 
tractor operator partial sightlines of bed-rows ahead or  
rear-mounted, allowing for a full range of vision of  
cultivators and vegetables in front of the tractor. Most of 
the fleet of cultivating tractors available to American 
ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ǘƻ 
mid-мфулΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƭƭƛǎ /ƘŀƭƳŜǊǎ-G (rear-mounted engine) & 
Farmall Cubs (off-set) were built a decade or two earlier. 
The 18 hp rear-engine Tuff-bilt, similar to the Allis-Chalmers 
G are currently custom manufactured out of a small facility 
in Alabama.



With the exception of  Tuff-ōƛƭǘǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ άǘƻƻƭ-
ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊέ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Mazzotti Multi 400,  growers seeking a cultivating tractor 
need to locate used models manufactured 30-60 years 
ago. There are a handful of models to try to locate. Off-set 
or rear-engine cultivating tractor models to look for 
include: Kubota HC245, John Deere HC900, Ford 1710 
Offset, Case 265, Farmall 140, and the letter series 
Farmalls (Super A, B, Super C, H, & Super M). Older 
models often do not have live hydraulics or 3-point 
hitches.



The following slides illustrate a number of used 
cultivating tractors on current working farms in 
Connecticut & Massachusetts. They demonstrate the 
diverse universe of tool bars, brackets, cultivating, & 
seed planting implements regional farmers utilize in 
order to more efficiently grow vegetable cash crops.



Kubota 245 w/belly mounted 3-row Buddingh basket 
cultivators



Kubota 245 w/toolbar for mounting cultivating 
implements 



Ground-ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ά{ǇȅŘŜǊέŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƻǊǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
mounted on belly or rear-end toolbars.



Allis Chalmers G w/belly mounted basket cultivators 
(note: unobstructed view of crop rows for tractor 

operator).



Rear view of Allis Chalmers G w/3 point hitch 
cultivating sweeps for managing weeds in tire track 

area between vegetable beds.



Buddingh wire basket cultivators w/spacing gap(s) for 
vegetable-crop rows 



tƘƻǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ άǇǊŜŎƛǎƛƻƴέ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ-
thread-stage weeds by basket cultivators for lettuce 

transplants.



Spyders & sweeps mounted on toolbar (note different 
mount brackets).



Allis Chalmers G conversion from gas powered engine 
to electric  [Riverbank Farm, Roxbury, CT].



Farm manufactured frame extension bracket for Allis 
Chalmers G [Riverbank Farm]



Allis-G electric cultivating tractor (front tires extended 
to match rear tire tracks)



Ford 1710 w/7-row Buddingh basket cultivators



Ford 1710 Offset Tractor



Rear view of Ford 1710 (note: high clearance toolbar & 
spring-loaded sweeps for cultivating tire tracks).



Case 265 High Clearance off-set tractor w/belly 
mounted baskets + rear-mount flex-tine cultivators.



Front-view of Case 265 tractor (here marking beds for 

laying plastic mulch).



hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƻǊǎΤ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƭŜŦǘ 
side view of direct-ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎΧ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀǎ 

long as operator aligns baskets to visible rows.



hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ 
greens + shallow, close cultivation w/baskets.



Another view of the alignment of basket cultivators & 
emerging direct-seeded greens



Rear view of Case 265 utilizing flex tine Williams cultivator to 
cover broadcast oats for establishing living mulch strips 

between tomato beds.



International Farmall 140, popular off-set mid-mount 
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ слΩǎΦ



Front-view of Farmall 140 cultivating tractor


